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Session 53. The EUnetHorse project: results and new research perspectives

Date: Wednesday 9 September 2026; 8:30 - 11:30
Chair(s): Vial, Mathieu

Theatre Session 53

From Knowledge to Practice: Ensuring Long-Term Impact in the European Equine Sector
through EUnetHorse and TANet 918
N. Aldai, E. Martinez-Monasterio, S. Vilumbrales, S. Kuhnke, A. Julien, M. Addes, E. C. Eunethorse Consortium

Improving resilience of equine farms: EUnetHorse’s methodology for assessment of solutions

and best practices in the areas of animal welfare, socio-economics and environmental

sustainability 919
U. Kénig Von Borstel, S. Lojewski, L. Rantamdiki-Lahtinen, E. U. Eunethorse Consortium, M. Addes

EUnetHorse : Recognising the equine sector : unlocking its contribution to Europe’s climate,
rural and competitiveness goals 920
M. Addes, A. Julien, M. Rinne, L. Tourneur, A. Santos, N. Aldai

Group discussion Part 1 921
M. Addes, C. Vial, G. Mathieu

Group discussion Part 2 922
M. Addes, C. Vial, G. Mathieu

Session 54. Towards smart livestock systems: next-generation PLF
technologies and sound-based monitoring

Date: Wednesday 9 September 2026; 8:30 - 11:30
Chair(s): Lebreton, Maroto Molina, Foy, Volkmann - Commission(s): PLF - Session Type: Theme session

Theatre Session 54

Thematic expert panel insights on state-of-the-art digital tools and technologies in the
livestock sector 923
S. Vouraki, V. Anestis, A. Arsenos, G. Arsenos, T. Bartzanas

UHF RFID technology in livestock applications: synthesis of French case studies in the

ruminant sector over 10 years 924
S. Duroy, G. Tesniere, U. Jean-Louis, L. Depuille-Plais, P. G. Grisot, F. Gimbert, C. Medina, F. Dehmas,

N. Deparis, D. Gautier, C. Allain

Machine Learning models for Auto-Annotation of Behavioral Data to Generate Digital Ethograms 925
D. Foy, T. Smith, J. Reynolds, T. Parsons

Individual fattening pig growth profile estimation 926
J. Slootmans, T. Norton, J. Maselyne

Risk Factors for Piglet Preweaning Mortality in Spanish Breeding Farms. Preliminary Results

from the Bdporc-Smartporc Project 927
S. Rani, A. Arrazola, M. Pascual, N. Alos, M. Visa, M. Piles, R. Quintanilla, J. Tarres, L. Tusell
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Session 53 Theatre 3

EUnetHorse : Recognising the equine sector : unlocking its contribution to Europe’s climate,

rural and competitiveness goals

M. Addes’, A. Julien!, M. RinneZ, L. Tourneur3, A. Santos*, N. Aldai®

! French Horse and Riding Institute, Development, Innovation and Research, Les Ecuries du Bois, 61310 Le-
Pin-Au-Haras, France, 2 Natural Resources Institue Finland (LUKE), Production systems, Tietotie, 4 31600
JOKIOINEN, Finland, 3 Association de coordination des Instituts techniques agricoles (ACTA), Europe and
Regions, 149 rue de Bercy, 75595 PARIS, France, 4 Feedinnov, Research and Innovation, Estag¢do Zootécni-
ca Nacional, Rua Professor Doutor Vaz Portugal, 2005-424 Vale de Santarém, Portugal, 3 University of the
Basque Country (UPV/EHU), Lactiker Research Group & Faculty of Social and Communication Sciences,
Paseo de la Universidad 7, 01006 Vitoria- Gasteiz, Spain

EUNetHorse is the first European agricultural project dedicated to equine animals and is setting up a new dynamic
across the European equine sector, by fostering connections among the different equine sectors, geographical lev-
els and categories of actors. The overall objective of EUNetHorse is to establish an active multi-stakeholder net-
work in order to increase the resilience and performance of equine farms. First, following a bottom-up approach,
365 farmer interviews and 9 national workshops were conducted across the nine countries in order to identify
and prioritize farmers’ needs and existing solutions. Then, at the EU level, 72 needs were prioritized and organ-
ised into 9 priority areas (profitability, working conditions, accommodation and equine welfare, biosecurity and
emerging diseases, adaptation to climate change, biodiversity, grassland management, land access, training and
knowledge transfer). More than 1,000 solutions and best practices were identified and characterised (readiness
level (redefined scale), digital or not, farm or industrial level, availability in Europe). A total of 428 solutions
met the minimum requirements. A matchmaking process between needs and solutions was performed at the EU
level and some solutions were grouped allowing to identify and analyse gaps (i.e. no relevant solution for a given
need). 17 gaps were identified at the industrial level and 5 at the farm level. A total of 41 needs were identified
as requiring significant research and development support. As a conclusion of this report, a policy brief was pro-
duced and will be disseminated soon in order to obtain strategic EU-level support to unlock the full potential of
the equine sector which is at a crossroads facing external challenges. The Policy brief is structured into 4 parts: 1)
an introduction highlighting the importance of the equine sector from a socio-economic point of view; 2) a focus
on the sector’s key contributions to European objectives: an attractive agricultural sector for young people and
particularly women, maintenance of permanent grasslands, high value chain, preservation of fragile ecosystems
(Camargue, Konik Polski), a sector that uses few pesticides, non-relocatable and inclusive jobs that contribute
to rural development (tourism, services, culture); 3) urgent policy actions (reaffirming the agricultural status of
equines and reintroducing equines into agricultural statistics); 4)the need for R&D support (ensuring the eligibil-
ity of equine animals and activities in FP10 calls and focusing on more specific themes such as adapting existing
digital tools at the European level). The next EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (FP10,
2028-2034) is currently under negotiation. Supporting the specific needs of the equine sector within this future
programme represents a key opportunity to direct funding towards the knowledge gaps identified by EUnetHorse.
It is therefore important that the scientific community is informed of these priorities in order to position itself, if
necessary, to respond to EU calls for proposals.
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Session 53 Theatre 4

Group discussion Part 1

M. Addes!, C. Vial'2, G. Mathieu3

! French Institute for Horse and Riding (IFCE), Development, Innovation and Research, Les Ecuries du Bois,
61310 61310 Le-Pin-Au-Haras, France, > MoISA, Univ Montpellier, CIHEAM-IAMM, CIRAD, INRAE, Institut
Agro, IRD, 2 place Pierre Viala, 34060 Montpellier, France, 3 Institut de l'élevage, 149 rue de Bercy, 75012
Paris, France

This project session is dedicated to the EUnetHorse project and its future perspectives. The three previous presen-
tations introduced the project and its main results. EUnetHorse is the first European agricultural project dedicated
to equine animals. Its overall objective is to establish an active multi-stakeholder network in order to increase
the resilience and performance of equine farms. In this perspective, the project has created a new dynamic across
the European equine sector by fostering connections among the different equine sectors, geographical levels, and
categories of stakeholders. Its aim is to collect and disseminate research results in order to make them useful and
accessible to the equine industry. Another important outcome of the project has been the identification of major re-
search gaps within the equine sector.Building on these results, the second part of this session will be dedicated to
discussion and collective reflection with the objective of creating consortia for future European projects dedicated
to equines. This working session will therefore be divided into two parts: Part 1 of the group discussion:Before
the coffee break, we will summarize the main research gaps identified through the EUnetHorse project and pres-
ent relevant European calls for proposals that will have been previously identified. These gaps and calls will be
discussed together in order to identify funding opportunities. Additionally, participants will be invited to express
their interest in potential future projects.
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Session 53 Theatre 6

Group discussion Part 2

M. Addes!, C. Vial'2, G. Mathieu3

! French Institute for Horse and Riding (IFCE), Development, Innovation and Research, Les Ecuries du Bois,
61310 Le-Pin-Au-Haras, France, > MoISA, Univ Montpellier, CIHEAM-IAMM, CIRAD, INRAE, Institut Agro,
IRD, 2 place Pierre Viala, 34060 Montpellier, France, 3 Institut de l'élevage, 149 rue de Bercy, 75012 Paris,
France

Following the first part of the group discussion, here is the programme for the second part: After the coffee break,
we will organize several parallel workshops dedicated to project development. Each workshop will be chaired by
a facilitator. The 45-minute session will be dedicated to initiating reflections on the project content and on poten-
tial partnerships between participants and other researchers, institutions, and professionals who may be identified
during the discussions. By the end of these workshops, we aim to have initiated collaborations and consortia and
to have begun preparing future European project proposals, including possible timelines, deadlines, and project
contents.Finally, the objective of this session is to stimulate the emergence of new research projects for the equine
sector that address real and pre-identified needs, correspond to relevant European funding calls, and are supported
by new research consortia willing to collaborate on these topics.
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