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Session 53	 Theatre 1

From Knowledge to Practice: Ensuring Long-Term Impact in the European Equine Sector 
through EUnetHorse and TANet
N. Aldai1, E. Martínez-Monasterio1, S. Vilumbrales1, S. Kuhnke2, A. Julien3, M. Addes4, E. C. Eunethorse Consor-
tium4

1 University of the Basque Country (EHU), Pharmacy & Food Sciences, Paseo de la Universidad 7, 01006 Vi-
toria-Gasteiz, Spain, 2 Landwirtschaftskammer Nordrhein-Westfalen, Nevinghoff 40, 48147 Münster, Germany, 
3 French Horse and Riding Institute (IFCE), Route de Troche - BP3, 19230 Arnac Pompadour Cedex, France, 
4 French Horse and Riding Institute (IFCE), Development, Innovation and Research,, Les Ecuries du Bois, 61 
310 Le-Pin-Au-Haras, France

The European equine sector remains structurally fragmented and insufficiently integrated into national Agricul‑
tural Knowledge and Innovation Systems (AKIS), limiting its capacity to respond to environmental, socio-eco‑
nomic and political challenges. Strengthening resilience requires coordinated knowledge exchange and long-term 
dissemination strategies tailored to the sector’s needs. EUnetHorse addresses this gap by establishing an active 
multi-actor network across nine European countries (France, Portugal, Spain, Belgium, Germany, Romania, Po‑
land, Finland and Switzerland). The project enhances the resilience and performance of equine farms through 
three dimensions: (1) socio-economic performance and crisis preparedness, (2) animal welfare and health, and (3) 
environmental sustainability. A central innovation is the structuring of National Horse AKIS networks, ensuring 
balanced knowledge flows while accounting for regional diversity. Grassroots solutions are identified, technically 
assessed and translated into accessible practice-oriented formats. Breeders, advisors, trainers, researchers, policy 
makers and sector representatives engage in workshops, demonstration events, cross-visits and targeted training, 
fostering peer learning, co-creation and improved adoption of solutions. The Communication and Dissemination 
(C&D) strategy is conceived as a sustainability instrument rather than a purely promotional tool. Project outputs 
are integrated into the EUFarmBook platform, the EUnetHorse website—maintained for at least two years be‑
yond project completion—and the Zenodo repository, ensuring open access and long-term availability of results. 
A key pillar for durable uptake is the Trainers and Advisors Network (TANet), launched in April 2024 and current‑
ly comprising 70 members from nine countries. TANet members identify advisory needs and co-develop training 
materials, embedding project results into national advisory systems. The network is expanding beyond partner 
countries and is structured to operate autonomously beyond the project lifetime. Target indicators include 20 
members in the international TANet, 80 trainers and advisors within national TANets, and outreach to 300 trainers 
and 120 advisors across participating countries. National Facilitators act as knowledge brokers, aligning activities 
with existing training and advisory structures. By the end of the project, a digital training kit compiling meth‑
odologies, technical sheets, posters, videos and other practice-oriented materials will be developed. To reinforce 
impact, a strategic C&D plan ensures coherent EU-level branding while allowing national adaptation. Dissemi‑
nation combines mass communication and targeted channels, including 80 EIP-AGRI practice abstracts, biannual 
newsletters and two policy briefs. Materials are translated into eight partner languages to maximise accessibility. 
Since project initiation, social media engagement has increased by more than 300%, reflecting growing sector in‑
volvement. By integrating structured AKIS networks, participatory co-creation and a sustainability-oriented com‑
munication model, EUnetHorse proposes a replicable framework for durable knowledge transfer in the equine 
sector, strengthening farm resilience beyond the lifespan of EU-funded projects.
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