








Conclusion: Drought affected the horse sector in several ways. Increased diversity of roughages and improved pasture utilisation are sug-
gested as future strategies to increase drought resilience. Studies directed towards increased knowledge about such strategies are
warranted.
Key words: Climate change, Forage shortage, Pasture shortage, Stress.

doi: 10.1016/j.anscip.2026.06.003

3) Feeding practices and health status of donkeys in Germany

N.R.L. Michalsky a,1,⁎, N. Nagler b, E. Müller b, I. Vervuert a

a Leipzig University, Institute of Animal Nutrition, Nutrition Diseases and Dietetics, An den Tierkliniken 9, 04103 Leipzig, Germany
b LABOKLIN GmbH & Co. KG, Steubenstraße 4, 97688 Bad-Kissingen, Germany

⁎ Corresponding author. nora.michalsky@vetmed.uni-leipzig.de
1 Presenting author.

Introduction: The demand for adequate clinical and diagnostic care is increasing in donkeys kept as companion animals. In many European
countries donkeys are often kept on energy-rich pastures, predisposing to obesity and related disorders such as laminitis. This study aimed
to evaluate Body Condition Score (BCS) in relation to metabolic markers like insulin and glucose.
Materials and methods: A total of 497 donkeys (317 females, 180 males) of various breeds in Germany were included. Between July and
October 2024, each animal underwent a clinical examination, blood sampling, and BCS assessment on a 1–5 scale. Sampling was performed
between 8 am and 5 pm without prior fasting. Feeding practices were recorded using a standardized questionnaire. Laboratory blood anal-
yses were conducted by LABOKLIN. Statistical evaluation was performed using IBM SPSS. The Kruskal-Wallis test was used to assess dif-
ferences in insulin and glucose levels for different BCS categories (p < 0.05).
Results: Diets were primarily based on hay and pasture access varying in duration and quality. Most owners provided vitaminized mineral
feed and salt licks. Most donkeys (64%) had an ideal BCS of 3. Overweight (BCS 4, 18.1%) and obese (BCS 5, 3.2%) animals were more com-
mon than underconditioned (BCS 2, 12.1%; BCS 1, 2.6%) individuals. Higher BCS was associated with increased insulin and glucose levels.
Donkeys with BCS 3 showed median and interquartile range (IQR) serum insulin values of 2.3 (1.5–3.3) lU/mL, compared to 9.25 (5.53–
10.9) lU/mL in animals with a BCS of 5 (p < 0.001). Median plasma glucose levels were 4.3 (4.0–4.6) mmol/L (BCS 3) and 5.1 (4.9–5.4)
mmol/L (BCS 5) (p < 0.001).
Conclusion: While most donkeys displayed an ideal body condition, higher BCS was linked to increased insulin and glucose levels. This
suggests that obesity may face an elevated risk of metabolic disorders such as laminitis and insulin dysregulation.
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Introduction: EUnetHorse is a thematic network project, coordinated by the French Institute for Horse and Riding. It aims to establish an
active multi-stakeholder network across European countries to increase the performance and resilience of equine farms (sports/leisure,
racing, agriculture, and food production) by widely disseminating best practices, tools and solutions to improve their socio economic per-
formance, the health and welfare of equines and the environmental sustainability of the sector.
Materials and methods: The project, running from 2023 to 2027, combines top-down and bottom-up approaches at all steps to address
equine farmers’ needs and expectations. For that, an in-depth questionnaire was developed, translated, and performed on 353 equine farm-
ers from 9 countries (Finland, Romania, Poland, Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Spain and France) to collect needs, grassroots
solutions and best practices. National needs were then organized into 9 priorities across three main thematic areas and through national
and European workshops that included project partners, national facilitators, and bibliographical research.
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Results: A list of solutions and good practices were identified (n = 225) and from these 91 are currently being assessed for user acceptance.
Among these several are directly or indirectly related to equine nutrition and/or feeding management. Themes such as body condition
score assessment, foal growth assessment, forage resource management and nutritional characterization of feeds, slow feeding equipment
and carbon footprint reduction trough optimized feeding and manure management are some of the solutions and good practices that are
currently being evaluated using a structured methodology that considers their effect on the performance and resilience on equine farms,
and the cost-benefit analysis.
Conclusion: The EUNetHorse project operates across multiple geographical scales—regional, national, and European—and actively engages
diverse stakeholder groups to drive important and transformative changes in practices in the equine sector. In order to ensure the longevity
of its impact, the preservation and dissemination of practical knowledge beyond the project’s duration is being done via the EUFarmBook
platform.
Key words: EUnetHorse, Knowledge transfer, Best practices, Animal welfare, Equine health, Environmental sustainability.
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Introduction: Physical training induces metabolic and physiological adaptations in horses, but its effects on digestive efficiency remain
unclear. This study evaluated the impact of training and diet composition on nutrient digestibility and post-prandial metabolic responses
in endurance horses.
Materials and methods: Fourteen young horses, aged 24 ± 2 months, 8 females and 6 males, were randomly assigned to a high-fat/high-
fibre diet (HFF; n = 7) or a high-starch diet (HS; n = 7). Diets were formulated for growing horses undergoing moderate work according to
INRA recommendations, with weekly adjustment based on body weight, body condition score and health status. The daily ration consisted
of hay and experimental pelleted supplement at a 70:30 ratio; HFF and HS contained, respectively, 10% vs 40% starch, 19% vs 7% crude fibre,
and 12% vs 2.5% fat. After 1-month dietary adaptation and 5-day treadmill adaptation, horses completed a 6-week conditioning programme
consisting of 15 alternate-day treadmill sessions, with progressive increases in speed and incline based on individual V2. Digestibility was
assessed before (T0) and after conditioning (T1) using faecal collection and acid-insoluble ash as an internal marker. Apparent total tract
digestibility coefficients (ATTDC) were calculated for DM, OM, CP, EE, NFE, CF, NDF and ADF. Glucose (mg/dL) and insulin (pmol/L)
responses were evaluated post-feeding. Data were analysed using linear mixed-effects models, with Benjamini-Hochberg adjustment.
Results: After conditioning, HFF showed higher ATTDC values for DM (46.65 to 55.64%), CP (54.63 to 62.37%), NDF (44.15 to 52.27%) and
ADF (48.19 to 55.22%). Conversely, HS showed little change in DM (51.98 to 52.86%) and CP (64.30 to 63.24%), while OM decreased from
65.37 to 61.54%, EE from 63.05 to 50.78%, NFE from 72.72 to 68.63%, NDF from 39.97 to 38.01% and ADF from 39.29 to 34.99%. Significant
diet × time interactions were observed for DM, OM, CP, EE, NDF and ADF, indicating diet dependent digestive adaptations. Glycaemia
increased post-prandially in both groups, but HS showed higher glucose concentrations than HFF at 120 min (121.40 vs 99.84 mg/dL)
and 150 min (116.14 vs 98.64 mg/dL), consistent with significant post hoc differences for both absolute and incremental glucose curves.
Insulin responses were less markedly affected; however, maximum insulin was higher in HFF than HS (107.2 vs 88.8 pmol/L; p < 0.05),
and time to peak was delayed in HFF [150 min (135–165)] compared with HS [120 min (105–120); p < 0.05].
Conclusion: Conditioning improved nutrient digestibility mainly in horses fed the HFF diet, whereas the HS diet showed less favourable
digestive adaptations. The HS diet produced a higher mid-post prandial glycaemic response, while insulin differences were limited to peak
magnitude and timing, suggesting that metabolic responses were less strongly affected than digestibility outcomes.
Key words: Training, Endurance, Digestibility, Metabolic response.

doi: 10.1016/j.anscip.2026.06.006

6) Diet modulates the plasma metabolomic response to high-intensity exercise in Standardbred trotters

E. Nilsson a,1,⁎, J.E. Lindberg b, A.A. Moazzami c, A. Jansson a

aDepartment of Animal biosciences, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, P.O. Box 7011, 750 07 Uppsala, Sweden
bDepartment of Applied Animal Science and Welfare, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, P.O. Box 7024, 75007 Uppsala, Sweden
cDepartment of Molecular Sciences, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden

⁎ Corresponding author. emma.l.nilsson@slu.se
1 Presenting author.

Introduction: High-starch diets, compared with forage-only diets, have been shown to affect energy metabolism, acid–base balance, and
post-exercise muscle enzyme activity in exercising horses. In recent years, omics technologies have emerged as a way to deepen our under-
standing of physiological responses to exercise and diet. However, dietary regimens are often missing in equine metabolomic studies.
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