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NORDIC ASSOCIATION OF
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE

Programme: NJF Nordic-Baltic workshop: Towards a viable, competitive and
resilient agri-food sector

16 September 2025

8:45 Registration and coffee

9:15 Opening session
Welcome and introduction, Jarkko Niemi, President of NJF
Sami Kurki, University of Helsinki

Nordic collaboration in agricultural research, Sofie Andersson, NKJ
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9:30 Invited talk: Food Security and Resilience in Estonia, Estonian Business School,
Dr. Aleksandra Kekkonen, Senior Researcher

10:00 Assessing and strengthening resilience in agri-food supply systems,

Karoliina Rimhanen, Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke) (flash presentation)

10:10 How local food systems can contribute to resilience in the Nordic and Baltic

countries? Silvia Gaiani, University of Helsinki

10:30 Strengthening resilience in food sector through participatory processes,

Johanna Leino, The Baltic Institute of Finland
10:50 Short break

11:00 Invited talk: The role of critical inputs in crisis preparedness - the case of Finnish
food supply chain, Dr. Csaba Jansik, Senior Scientist, Natural Resources Institute
Finland (Luke)

11:30 The Nordic and Baltic countries play a major role in Europe’s growing media
market — how can we respond to the challenges posed by the green transition?
Johanna Kivioja, Seinajoki University of Applied Sciences

11:50 Knowledge needs to strengthen the role of bioresources in crisis preparedness

and risk management, Lillian dygarden, Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research
12:10 Lunch break

13:10 Invited talk: What is the state of food security in Iceland? Are Icelandic food
systems resilient if faced with crisis and how prepared are we? Dr. Olafur (")gmundarson,
Associate Professor, University of Iceland

13:50 Risk management and preparedness tools for small food business enterprises.

Jarkko Leppala, Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke)

14:10 Farm as a Common Workplace: Promoting Occupational Safety and Fluent
Workflow in Multi-Professional Farms. Terhi Latvala, Natural Resources Institute

Finland (Luke) (flash presentation)

14:20 How to Assess Good Practices and Solutions at the Farm-level to Improve
Performance and Resilience of European Equine Farms? First Experiences with the
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EUnetHorse Assessment Method. Leena Rantamaki-Lahtinen, University of Helsinki

14:40 Exploring the Competitive Potential of Animal Welfare in Finnish Food Exports:
Insights from Expert Discussions. Katriina Heinola, Natural Resources Institute Finland
(Luke)

15:00 Ananalysis of strengths, weaknesses, risks, competitiveness and development
prospects of livestock farming in Finland, Jarkko Niemi, Natural Resources Institute
Finland (Luke)

15:20 Discussion and closing remarks

17-18 September 2025

Seindjoki Food days (The program of Food Days is on a separate webpage. Please click

here to see the program for 17-18 September)

Registration

The events are free of charge. Please register to the NJF workshop by using this

form,

Registration to the Food Days is done separately at the Food Days website.
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How to Assess Good Practices and Solutions at the Farm-level to Improve
Performance and Resilience of European Equine Farms? First Experiences with the
EUnetHorse Assessment Method

Leena Rantaméki-Lahtinen,1) Furkan Yigitl) , Erika Uusivuori 1), Riina Isomaki
2) Markku Saastamoinen 2), Marketta Rinne 2)
University of Helsinki

Abstract

Equine farms are an important part of EU’s agriculture and rural development. The
performance and resilience of horse farms need to be improved in terms of socio-
economic, animal welfare and environmental sustainability. Adapting good practices and
solutions is a possibility to address this problem. However, there is not enough validated
data on their suitability for equine farms. Main objectives of this study are: 1) to introduce
principles of EUnetHorse multicriteria assessment methodology 2) to share the first
experiences of using this methodology to validate good practices.

We created assessment method by using principles of multicriteria decision analysis. The
method is based on simplified cost-benefit analysis created assessment matrixes.

To date, a total of 119 solutions have been evaluated. In addition to assessing performance
and resilience, the selection process placed particular emphasis on the results of the cost-
benefit analysis and expert comments. Horse farm operators also evaluated the usability
of the selected solutions. Regarding biodiversity conservation, 14 best practices and
solutions have been approved and will be made available to horse farmers

To halt biodiversity loss, solutions related to managing conflicts of interest included
measures to prevent predator damage (herd guardians, fences), practices related to
grazing and grassland renewal in the management of agriculturally valuable areas, the use
of local plants for drainage, certification systems, and technical solutions related to
grazing. Solutions related to the conservation of native breeds included, for example,
breeding in the breeds’ native environments and adapted breeding. Initial experiences
with the assessment method have been promising, although the method still needs to be
refined and clarified.
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