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EUnetHorse PROJECT: TRAINING & DEMONSTRATION DAYS
February 21, 2025

EUnetHorse project: the first set of Training & Demonstration days will be organized
in partner countries to disseminate and popularize solutions and good practices for
the equine industry.

The EUnetHorse project, the first European project dedicated to the equine sector,
is right now simultaneously working in several phases of the project: Evaluation of
Solutions (phase 3), Adaptation of Solutions (phase 4) and Dissemination of Solutions
(phase 5). Linked to the Dissemination of Solutions, the first set of Training &
Demonstration Days will be organized in all partner countries starting from now and
until the beginning of April, 2025.

Evaluating the solutions to select the best ones for dissemination to European equine
farmers: Since July 2024, the third phase of the European project EUnetHorse has been
carried out in the 9 partner countries: Belgium, France, Finland, Germany, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Spain and Switzerland. The third phase consisted of assessing
solutions and good practices to overcome the needs of equine farmers towards more
resilient farms. From the 419 solutions with the highest technological maturity (the
ones ready to be implemented in farms) that have been identified, 56 solutions from
2 priorities — improving working condition and improving biodiversity of farms - have
been assessed at national level, during national workshops, using a multi-criteria grid
developed within the project (https://eunethorse.eu/resources/D3.1). With this grid,
the cost-benefit analysis, performance and resilience of each solution were evaluated.
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Sharing the first results of the EUnetHorse project: After sharing and discussing these
solutions at EU level among 15 European partners (universities, research centers,
agricultural chambers, breeders associations, technical institutes, etc.), equine farmers
and experts from the 9 countries involved in the project, now some of the solutions
with the highest scores and best acceptance will be demonstrated at on-farm Training
& Demonstration Days to be organized in each partner countries. The solutions to be
demonstrated are the ones related to ‘Working conditions’ and ‘Biodiversity’ priority
needs and each country will select the ones of highest interest for them.

All these solutions and good practices will enable equine farms to become more
resilient and efficient across the three thematic areas of the project: socio-economics,
equine well-being and health, and environmental sustainability, including also several
transversal aspects.

These first demonstration days of EUnetHorse project are directed to farmers,
students, advisors, trainers and experts concerned with working conditions and the
preservation of biodiversity in equine farms. The morning session will be dedicated to
workshops, presentations and discussions about the solutions positively evaluated by
the EUnetHorse project, while in the afternoon all participants are invited to jointly visit
an equine farm, observe the implementation of some of the solutions and discuss and
exchange views.

Check the dates and solutions demonstrated in each partner country:
22 February — Romania:
¢ Implementation of safety and health measures
¢ Informal groups of farmers
e Employment strategies: description of work task /expectations and working hours
e Guard/protective animals

9 March - Spain:
e Digitalisation: farm management apps
e Group of farmers and employees
e 10 March — Germany
e Automatic Feeder
e Electric Wheelbarrow
e Mechanized Cleaning of stalls / automatic sweeper
e Modular Facilities

26 March - Finland:
e Workers’ & farmers’ wellbeing: ergonomy, mechanization & automation

26 March - Switzerland:
¢ Digitalisation: Farm management apps
e Automatic feeder
e Front Panels Feeder
e Automatic sweeper
e Mechanized cleaning of stalls
e Modular facilities



27 March - France:

e Automatic feeder

e Electric wheelbarrow

e Modular facilities

e Risk assessment document,
e Farm management software,
e Front panel feeders,

Declic travail tool

28 March - Belgium:

e Front panel feeders,

e Automatic sweeper,

¢ Automated manure collector,

Electric wheelbarrow,

Modular facilities,

Déclic travail tool

Implementation of health and safety measures
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3 April — Poland:
¢ Organic farming certification
e Overseeding techniques to ensure plant cover is maintained
e Preservation of horse breeds: Adapted horse breeding

Throughout the duration of the project, these events will encourage exchanges among
farmers, experts, advisors, trainers, students and future farmers, farm staff, breeding
associations and public services to discover practices and solutions already implemented
on equine farms that could be extended to their own farms and across Europe.
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ABOUT THE EUnetHorse PROJECT

The EUnetHorse project is the first European agricultural research project dedicated to the equine
sector, bringing together 9 countries and 15 partners. It focuses on the knowledge transfer through

the identification, evaluation, and dissemination of solutions to improve the performance and
resilience of equine farms in Europe to face the challenges of tomorrow. To do this, it focuses on 3
thematic areas: the socio-economic performance of farms, the health and well-being of equines
and the environmental sustainability of farms.
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