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PROJECT EUnetHorse - EUROPEAN WORKSHOP

THE SECOND EUROPEAN WORKSHOP OF EUnetHorse PROJECT TOOK PLACE IN
GOTTINGEN, GERMANY

May 22, 2024

The EUnetHorse project, the first European project dedicated to the equine sector,
is working on its second phase: identification of solutions in order to overcome the
needs of the equine farmers identified during the first phase across Europe. In this
occasion, all the European partners met in Géttingen (Germany) from the 21-24 of
May, 2024 to share the solutions identified at national level.

Identifying solutions to overcome previously defined needs of European equine
farmers: FSince January 2024, the second phase of the European project EUnetHorse
has been carried out in the 9 partner countries of the project: France, Finland,
Romania, Poland, Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Portugal and Spain. This second
phase consists of identifying solutions to overcome the needs of equine farmers in
order to improve the resilience of their farms. Over a thousand solutions were
identified at national level during the several workshops, additional interviews with
farmers, information obtained from Operational Groups, related projects and
literature reviews.

Sharing national results at European level: The week of May 21 to 24, the 15
European partners (universities, research centers, agricultural chambers, breeders
associations, technical institutes, etc.), farmers, experts and stakeholders from the 9
countries involved in the project met together for the second European workshop to
pool the solutions identified at national level. Solutions were grouped and accordingly
codified within previously identified 9 priority needs.

Now, in coming months, the best solutions and practices will the evaluated prior to
their adaptation and dissemination across the equine sector. Solutions and good
practices will be evaluated according to several criteria: 1) multi-performance criteria;
2) criteria for improving resilience, and 3) cost-benefit analysis criteria.

These numerous solutions will then be sorted in the coming weeks by the project
partners: same solutions identified in different partner countries will be grouped
together and a preselection will be made depending on their availability. The second
phase of the project is thus approaching its end, which will take place in June after the
final match making between the needs and the solutions.

The next step will be the evaluation of the solutions. The solutions with the highest
level of technological and scientific maturity (i.e. those that are ready to be
implemented on farms) will be evaluated starting at the end of the year. Those
enabling farms to become more resilient and efficient across the three thematic areas
(socio-economics, equine well-being and health, and environmental sustainability) of
the project will only be selected
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Introducing the German equine industry to European partners and farmers:
On Thursday, May 23, two field visits were organized and partners and farmers from
the different partner countries were be able to discover two German farms:

(1) Pferde am Arkusberg (Heinrich-Hille-Str. 4, 37130 Gleichen)

In this family farm, partners and horse breeders were able to learn about a paddock
trail system providing, among others, horse welfare (3F: friends, forage, free
movement), air flow hay drying system, avoiding stomachaches with limiting grazing,
slow feeders, outside drinker with a pump system and a multi-layered flooring in the
arena.

(2) Reitstall Pavel (Reiterhof Pavel |, 34379 Calden-Fiirstenwalde)

Reitstall Pavel is a quite big riding school with horse keeping and boarding services.
They provide services completely adapted to the consumer needs. Partners and
farmers were able to learn about different housing systems and how working can be
facilitated by technology. For example, an automatic feeding system capable to adjust
and control individual feed intake. The drainage flooring of the arena and the several
types of beddings were also of high interest.

Moreover, partners and farmers were able to learn about the Equestrian Sport in
Germany during a talk given by Lucca A. Landfried.

Throughout the duration of the project, project stakeholders and farmers from
different countries will be able to discover farms from each partner country.
These visits will encourage exchanges between farmers and experts, and to
discover practices and solutions already implemented which could be extended
across Europe.
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ABOUT THE EUnetHorse PROJECT

The EUnetHorse project is the first European agricultural research project dedicated to the equine
sector, bringing together 9 countries and 15 partners. It focuses on the knowledge transfer through

the identification, evaluation, and dissemination of solutions to improve the performance and
resilience of equine farms in Europe to face the challenges of tomorrow. To do this, it focuses on 3
thematic areas: the socio-economic performance of farms, the health and well-being of equines
and the environmental sustainability of farms.






