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EUnetHorse PROJECT: THE SECOND PHASE COMES TO ITS END
September 2, 2024

The EUnetHorse project is completing its second phase, which began in January 2024:
the identification of solutions. More than 1,000 solutions have been identified by all
European partners to meet the needs of equine farmers identified during the previous
phase. After an initial selection, 419 solutions — the ones ready to be implemented on
farms — will be evaluated during the third phase of the project.

A project to develop and promote the European equine industry: Launched in March
2023, the EUnetHorse project is the first project funded by the European Commission’s
Horizon Europe program, dedicated to equines. It is a European thematic network
project for the exchange of knowledge and good practices between the different actors
and stakeholders in the equine sector to improve the resilience and performance of
equine farms. To this end, the project aims to meet the needs of equine farmers by
offering them solutions and good practices that they can implement directly on their
farms.

These solutions can take several forms: digital tools, diagnostic tools, scientific
knowledge, technologies, best practices, etc. After being identified and before being
distributed to equine farmers, these solutions will be assessed and adapted to the field,
ensuring that they enable development on the three thematic areas of the project:
socio-economics, health and welfare of equines and environmental sustainability of
farms.

More than 1,000 solutions identified at European level: For each of the phases of the
EUnetHorse project, work is first carried out at national level. Each national facilitator
relied on the results of the interviews with farmers performed during the first phase
of the project to identify the first solutions. Then, they got together external partners
during a national workshop to define more solutions. Advisors, researchers, equine
farmers, trainers, veterinarians and engineers met between March and April in each
partner country.

From May 21 to 24, the 15 partners of the EUnetHorse project met for the second
European workshop of the project, in Géttingen, Germany. More than 1,000 solutions
were shared during this workshop, combining all the work of the German, Belgian,
Spanish, Finnish, French, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and Swiss equine industries.
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419 solutions ready to be evaluate: Of the 1,000 solutions initially identified, a sorting
process was carried out. Only the solutions with the highest level of technological and
scientific maturity (i.e. those ready to be implemented on farms) will be evaluated
during the third phase of the project — the evaluation of solutions. The objective is to
select only those that will enable farms to be more resilient and efficient across the
three thematic areas of the project: socio-economic performance, equine health and
welfare, and the environmental sustainability of farms.

Among the solutions identified, 419 have a high TRL (Technology Readiness Level) to
be assessed from September 2024 according to a multi-criteria grid developed within
the project: 163 solutions related to socio-economic performance, 69 to health and
welfare, 170 to environmental sustainability and 17 to transversal issues. Assessment
will be done first at national level, and then at European level.

The number of solutions may change in the coming months since their selection for
national evaluation will depend on partner countries. Therefore, not all of them will
necessarily be selected for this third phase.
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ABOUT THE EUnetHorse PROJECT

The EUnetHorse project is the first European agricultural research project dedicated to the equine
sector, bringing together 9 countries and 15 partners. It focuses on the knowledge transfer through

the identification, evaluation, and dissemination of solutions to improve the performance and
resilience of equine farms in Europe to face the challenges of tomorrow. To do this, it focuses on 3
thematic areas: the socio-economic performance of farms, the health and well-being of equines
and the environmental sustainability of farms.
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