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The EUnetHorse project, the first European project dedicated to the equine sector, is 

reaching the end of its first phase: identifying the needs of equine agricultural 

operators across Europe. On this occasion, all the European partners met at the 

Agrapôle in Lyon the last week to pool their national results and define the common 

priority of needs to which the project must respond at European level. 

 

Defining the priority needs of European equine farmers 

From July to December 2023, the first phase of the European project EUnetHorse was 

carried out in the 9 partner countries of the project: Finland, Romania, Poland, 

Switzerland, Belgium, Germany, Portugal, Spain and France. This first phase consists of 

identifying the needs of equine operators to improve the resilience of their operations. 

More than 40 interviews were carried out in each country, as well as a national workshop 

to prioritize these needs. 

Share national results at European level 

The week of December 4 to 8, the 15 European partners, coming from the 9 countries 

involved in the project, met with the aim of finalizing this first phase of the project. These 

are 9 priority needs identified at European level following the pooling of data collected 

in each country, to which the partners will have to provide solutions in the months to 

come. 

Socio-economics Environmental 
sustainability 

Equine health and welfare 

How to improve farm 
profitability? 

How to adapt our practices 
and resource management 
to climate change? 

What practices can be 
implemented to improve 
the housing conditions of 
horses from a welfare 
point of view? 

How to improve working 
conditions? 

How to improve 
biodiversity while 

What practices can be 
implemented to promote 



maintaining equine 
activities? 

biosecurity and prevent 
emerging diseases? 

How to deal with issues 
related to access to 
agricultural land? 

How to manage the 
pastures in the face of the 
various challenges to 
come? 

 

How to improve the image 
of the equine industry? 

  

 

Introduce the French equine industry to European partners 

Thursday, December 7, partners and horse breeders from the different countries taking 

part in the EUnetHorse project, but also members of the European Advisory Committee, 

were able to discover two French farms: Haras Numénor and Havre de Galahia, both 

based in Ain (01).  

Throughout the duration of the project, project stakeholders and breeders from different 

countries will be able to discover farms in each country. These visits allow us to 

encourage exchanges between operators and experts, and to discover practices and 

solutions which could be extended across Europe. 

 

Download photos of the European workshop and visits: https://shorturl.at/dxzGZ 
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eunethorse@ehu.eus  

 

About the EUnetHorse project 

The EUnetHorse project is the first European agricultural research project dedicated to the equine sector, 

bringing together 9 countries and 15 partners. It focuses on the transfer of knowledge through the 

identification, evaluation, and dissemination of solutions to improve the resilience and performance of 

equine farms in Europe to face the challenges of tomorrow (environmental, social, health, economic or 

political). To do this, it focuses on 3 themes: 

- the socio-economic performance of farms, 

- the health and well-being of equines, 

- the environmental sustainability of farms. 
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